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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 



HIGHEST # 
PREV. PAID FOR 



NUMBER EXTRA 
CLAIMS PRESENT 



RATE 



ADDITIONAL 
FEE 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



17 



20 



$18.00 



$0.00 



INDEP. CLAIMS 



$84.00 



$0.00 



Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) 



□ 



$0.00 



TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 



$0.00 



IE) 
□ 
□ 
IS 



No additional fee is required for amendment. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. in the amount of 

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of thfe following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
IS Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16. 
52 Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 



02-2712 
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first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 
Commissioner^ Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
2231 3-1 45J 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Art Unit: 



Examiner: 



3612 



J. Morrow 



Applicant(s): T. Gielda 

Serial No.: 09/766,972 

Filing Date: January 22, 200 1 

For: THERMALLY ENERGY EFFICIENT 
VEHICLE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



AMENDMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.116 



This is in response to the Office Action dated March 25 





above-identified application. Please reconsider the claims in light of the subsequent a^" 




REMARKS 

Claims 2, 3, and 12 have been previously canceled. Claims 1, 4 through 11, and 
13 through 20 remain in the application. 

Claims 1, 4, 5, and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable 
over Cobes et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,480,208) in view of Li (U.S. Patent No. 5,865,940) and 
Farmer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,973,51 1). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As to the primary reference applied by the Examiner, U.S. Patent No. 5,480,208 to 
Cobes et al. discloses an S-portion for a frame-type vehicle body construction and an associated 
method. A vehicle in body white 1 0 for an automobile includes a driver side subassembly 1 2, an 
underbody subassembly 14, and a passenger side subassembly 16. The vehicle body construction 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING: (37 C.F.R. 1 .8) I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached 
or etficlofcsd) is beina deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as First Class mail in an. envelope 

iox 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on vWot Za .2003. 
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